
Wastewater Operator Certification Practice Test

Questions and Answers

1. What is the purpose of an NPDES permit?

A) To allow facilities to discharge untreated wastewater.

B) To set limits on pollutants discharged into surface waters.

C) To enforce drinking water standards.

D) To authorize the storage of hazardous waste at treatment plants.

2. How often should a pH meter be calibrated?

A) Once per month

B) Once per week

C) Daily, before use

D) Only when it provides a reading that seems incorrect

3. What does Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD) measure?

A) The amount of oxygen in the atmosphere.

B) The amount of oxygen needed by microorganisms to break down organic matter in water.

C) The concentration of chlorine in treated wastewater.

D) The total suspended solids in wastewater.

4. What is the purpose of tertiary wastewater treatment?

A) To remove large debris from influent wastewater.

B) To further polish treated water for reuse or discharge.

C) To introduce microorganisms for organic matter removal.

D) To reduce the water temperature before discharge.

Answers: 1-B 2-C 3-B 4-B
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