Certified Research Associate Practice Test Questions and Answers

1. What is the primary purpose of a literature review in research?

A) To copy previous research findings

B) To identify gaps in knowledge and establish research context
C) To avoid conducting original research
D) To summarize unrelated studies

2. Which research method is most appropriate for establishing cause-and-effect relationships?
A) Descriptive survey

B) Experimental design with control groups
C) Case study analysis

D) Observational study

3. What does statistical significance typically indicate in research?
A) Practical importance of results

B) Low probability that results occurred by chance
C) Large effect size

D) Clinical relevance of findings

4. Which ethical principle is fundamental to human subjects research?
A) Maximizing research speed

B) Informed consent and participant protection
C) Reducing research costs

D) Publishing all results regardless of implications

Answers: 1-B 2-B 3-B 4-B
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